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By Deborah Pollack

That November the gardenias bloomed unreasonably.

It’s a miracle, said the gardener.

Then a violent force knocked my mother down.

Subdural hematoma, said the doctor.

She won’t survive, it’s hopeless.

She’ll be a vegetable at best.

The blossoming gardenias silently said no.

Then the coma came. She hears me, I said.

It’s a reflex, said the nurse, when she mouths the words I love you.
Put her in a home, they said,

The CT scans look very bad.

The gardenias abloom silently whispered, 

We don’t believe in CT scans.
She opened her eyes, I said,

And nodded her head.

Put her in a home, they said.

But she is responding, I said.

Sometimes families imagine, they said.

We moved her to another place.

The flowering gardenias silently declared 

Have faith in her.

We all worked with her, unyielding.

In January she sat up and in February she spoke.

In March she fed herself and in April she dressed herself.

In May she walked with a walker, 

In June she walked alone.

What’s the big deal? She asked when I cried. 

It’s a miracle, said the doctor.

The gardenias silently affirmed, as their blossoms were all but gone, 

We knew it all along, and now our work is done.
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