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Case/Alarm Number: _________________

October 29, 2001

Dear Miami-Dade County Resident:

The material you have submitted will undergo testing for anthrax. This testing may take several days.

When you submit your material for testing, please provide the information requested on the Substance Tracking Form. Make sure you or the fire rescue/police officer include the address where the material was found, your name, and phone number. Write on this letter, for your record, the Case/Alarm Number given to you by the police or fire rescue.

When the results are available, the health department will report them by telephone to the contact person on your Substance Tracking Form. 

Anthrax is not contagious (spread from one person to another). The symptoms of anthrax depend on where the infection occurs, but usually symptoms develop within 1 to 7 days after exposure.  Cutaneous (or skin) anthrax is typically an itchy, boil-like lesion that eventually forms an ulcer with a black center.  Initial symptoms of inhalation (or lung) anthrax may resemble the common cold or the flu.  After several days, the symptoms may progress to severe breathing difficulties.  

Based on all the evidence to date from Miami-Dade County, it is highly unlikely that you have been exposed to anthrax.  Our laboratory has tested hundreds of environmental materials to date, and all environmental materials from Miami-Dade County have tested negative for the anthrax bacteria.  There is no screening test available for the detection of anthrax infection in persons without symptoms.  However, if you are concerned or develop symptoms, seek medical attention from your doctor. 

If you want your material back, wait for the results and schedule a date for pickup. Release of material will be on an appointment basis only: Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

If you have questions or concerns before you are contacted about the results, please call the Miami-Dade County Health Department’s Hotline Number @ 1-877-385-1625 

(Monday thru Friday 9 am to 5 pm).  When you contact us, please have your Case/Alarm Number and address of the incident so we can help you faster.

James J. James, M. D., Dr. P. H., M. H. A., Director
Miami-Dade County Health Department

8175 N.W. 12th Street, 3rd Floor   Miami, Florida 33126

TEL (786) 845-0216 • FAX (786) 845-0279

Website: www.dadehealth.org.
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