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Revised Surveillance for Anthrax and Active Surveillance Results, 

Miami-Dade County

I want to thank you and the staff at your facilities for your participation in the anthrax active surveillance system.  Attached are the surveillance results.  The system allowed us to follow-up on possible anthrax cases as well as follow the county burden of syndromes that could be consistent with anthrax.  Through this system, we have identified no cases of anthrax, and the general level of cases of shortness of breath and fever or meningitis has been stable.  There also has been no identification of anthrax through our laboratory’s testing of over 865 white powders and other items.  Therefore, as of today, we have no evidence of anthrax in the county.  

We realize that this system was labor-intensive for you and your colleagues.  We are stopping this system as originally planned.  However, given the results of the evolving investigations, in Washington, D.C., New York City, and New Jersey, we in Miami-Dade County would like to maintain a lower, less labor-intensive surveillance for two more weeks.  Therefore, we are asking that you report to us any specimens that have gram-positive bacilli and any persons with a widened mediastinum on a daily basis.  Additionally, we are requesting that you notify us regarding postal workers who have shortness of breath and fever, have meningitis, have a rash, or are hospitalized.  During weekdays, please fax this information to us (305) 325-2562.  On weekends or nights, please call or have your emergency department staff call our answering service (305) 377-6751 if you have any cases that meet the above case definition.  Please send any isolates of Gram-positive bacilli to our Miami Branch Laboratory [contact Dr. Segaran Pillai (305) 324-2432].  

Thank you for your continued cooperation. 
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