Steps to take in creating a"Family Plan" for the upcoming hurricane season: 

· Discuss the type of hazards that could affect your family. Know your home's vulnerability to storm surge, flooding and wind. 

· Locate a safe room or the safest areas in your home for each hurricane hazard. In certain circumstances the safest areas may not be your own home but another within your community. 

· Determine escape routes from your home and places to meet. These should be measured in tens of miles rather than hundreds of miles. 

· Choose a meeting location. Should your family become separated during a storm, you should have a pre-determined rendezvous point at which everyone can rejoin the family. 

· Complete a family communication plan. Include contact information for family members, work and school, meeting locations and emergency services. 

· Choose an"out of town" contact who family members can call to let them know where they are, especially if the family is separated. Everyone should know this contact's phone numbers. After a disaster, it is often easier to make a long-distance call than a local call from the disaster area. 

· Post emergency telephone numbers by your phones and make sure your children know how and when to call 911. 

· Stock non-perishable emergency supplies and a Disaster Supply Kit. Visit www.Ready.gov to attain information on how to assemble a Disaster Supply Kit. 

· Use a NOAA weather radio. Remember to replace its battery every 6 months, as you do with your smoke detectors. 

· Take First Aid, CPR and disaster preparedness classes. 

· Plan for family members with special needs. 

· Make a plan now for what to do with your pets if you need to evacuate. 

· Check your insurance coverage - flood damage is not covered by homeowners insurance. 

· Visit www.FEMA.gov , www.Ready.gov and www.FloridaDisaster.org for further information and tips. 

· Remember: Communication is key! 

