Introduction

The Miami-Dade County Health Department, School Health Program nurses, in their role of promoting and protecting the health and safety of the students in the Miami-Dade County Public Schools, recognize the importance of health care planning and proper documentation.  It is the position of the National Association of School Nurses that the professional school nurse be responsible for the writing of the Individualized Healthcare Plan in collaboration with the student, family, and health care providers. (4) 

In 2003, a work group of school health nurses participated in a project to review the existing care plans and develop standardized Individual Health Care Plans.  A total of seven Individual Healthcare Plans and one generic formatted plan were developed to assist the school health nurses in the planning and documentation of their individual students’ health care.  In 2007, another group of school health nurses reconvened for a 2nd revision.  The revised format includes a Medical History and Consent, a School Emergency Care Plan (ECP), an Individual Health Care Plan (IHCP), Physician Action Plan (as indicated in emergency situations, such as Asthma, Diabetes and Severe Allergies) and resource information. The original format for the IHCP was maintained:  North American Nursing Diagnosis Association (NANDA) for the nursing diagnosis, Nursing Interventions Classification (NIC) and Nursing Outcome Classification (NOC).
We encourage the school nurses to use these Individualized Health Care Plans with their students with special needs and to provide feedback to the school health program.      
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