Miami-Dade County Health Department

Office of HIV/AIDS

Counseling and Testing Program


National HIV Testing Day (NHTD) is an annual campaign spearheaded by the National Association of People with AIDS (NAPWA).  The campaign encourages individuals to get tested for HIV.  This national day was established to raise community awareness and consciousness on the importance of getting tested and knowing one’s HIV status. 

National HIV Testing Day is critical to the fight against HIV/AIDS because it presents an opportunity for people nationwide to learn their HIV status, and to gain the knowledge they need to take control of their health and their lives.

National HIV Testing Day also provides an invaluable opportunity to dispel the myths and stigma associated with HIV testing, and to reach those who have never been tested or who have engaged in high-risk behavior since their last HIV test. This national testing day was established to raise community awareness and consciousness on the importance of getting tested and knowing one’s HIV status.
This year the Office of HIV/AIDS in Miami-Dade is commemorating NHTD by launching an unprecedented campaign “Test Miami”. This campaign aims to promote the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 2006 recommendation of HIV testing as part of routine clinical care in all health-care settings.
Currently the Office of HIV/AIDS offers Counseling and Testing through Department of Health programs and Community-based organizations in multiple locations in Miami-Dade. These various sites allow us to reach out to areas with underserved populations. We offer the traditional blood test, the Oral test (Orasure) and the rapid test (Oraquick-Advance). Though all three tests are valid, the practicality of the rapid test may better serve the needs of some hard to reach at-risk populations. Testing is available in 3 hospital Emergency rooms in Miami-Dade. Additionally, some testing agencies are using specially designed mobile vans to bring testing to people in the community. 

We conduct HIV courses (AIDS-500/501) for individuals in the community who are interested in becoming HIV counselors. Our staff keeps abreast of the newest testing technologies in the field of HIV and this knowledge is shared with the community at large.

The Office of HIV/AIDS remains committed in our quest of encouraging individuals to know their HIV status and eliminating perinatal transmission in Miami-Dade County.
