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  As 2011 unfolds, we 

are committed to public 

health in Miami-Dade 

and will work hard to 

increase access to

affordable, good quality 

health care and 

continue providing

preventive health

services to all our

residents. 

   I’m very proud of all 

our employees and 

leaders for their 

excellent job in

securing public health 

in our neighborhoods, 

streets and towns.

   We continue putting 

in place health 

initiatives that bene• t 

our community and 

we are very proud of 

the health services we 

are offering at our new 

Health District Center.

   Recently, we did an 

exercise to test the 

Miami-Dade County 

Health Department's 

ability to respond to a 

bioterrorism attack in 

our community, and I'm 

happy to report that the 

Department is ready to 

face such a challenge.

   We had the

opportunity to test our 

response system and 

though we are all

involved in a learning 

process to cope with 

that possibility, our 

leaders and employees 

surely have the 

mechanisms to protect 

our community.

Keep up the good work!

MESSAGE FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR
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CDC of• cials share a moment with MDCHD staff.

CDC Visits MDCHD to Learn 
Sterling Management Model

   Dr. Judith Monroe, Deputy Director of the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and 

Director of the Of® ce for State, Tribal, Local, and 

Territorial Support visited the Miami-Dade County 

Health Department (MDCHD) last January to get 

acquainted with our organization's Sterling journey.

   Accompanied by other CDC of® cials, Dr. Monroe 

listened to MDCHD Senior Leaders' presentations 

related to performance excellence and our 

organization's experience implementing the Sterling 

management model.

   Dr. Lillian Rivera, MDCHD Administrator, spoke 

at length to the participants about performance 

excellence and highlighted the importance of 

the Sterling Management Model in making our 

Department more ef® cient.

   Other speakers included Javier Hernandez Lichtl, 

CEO of South Miami Hospital, Michael Levinson, 

former manager of the City of Coral Spring,and 

Rene Ynestroza, MDCHD's Senior Public Health 

Services Manager.

Dr. Rivera and Dr. Monroe (center) look at 
an exhibition.

Rene Ynestroza (standing) presented 
the MDCHD experience with the Sterling 
model.
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National Public Health Week Brings 
Prevention and Free Screenings

   The Miami-Dade County Health Department 

celebrated National Public Health Week by 

offering employees and the public visiting 

various government agencies located at the 

Miami International Commerce Center (MICC) 

free educational information about public 

health, disease prevention and other safety 

issues. 

   Free health screenings were also offered to 

participants. The event was coordinated by the 

Nursing Council Committee. 

Michelle Simanek, MDCHD employee (right), gives 
information to a visitor.

MDCHD employees from the Public Health 
Preparedness program participated in the event.

Participants signed up to receive free health 
screenings.
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Administrator 
Lillian Rivera 
speaks to Senior 
Leaders and 
members of  the 
Commission.

  The Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners 

honored our Senior Leaders for their dedication and 

commitment to protect public health in the community 

during a special session that took place in downtown 

Miami.

   After accepting the recognition, Administrator 

Lillian Rivera said that the Miami-Dade County Health 

Department's leaders and employees are committed 

to the task of protecting public health and meeting the 

community's health challenges working and partnering 

with agencies, local governments, and other partners.

   Commissioner Jose ªPepeº Diaz presented the 

recognition to the Senior Leaders on behalf of the 

Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners.
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Miami Student Promotes Vaccines
with Heart and Teddy Bears

   Something meaninful united a group of 

students from Florida Christian School: their 

desire to promote vaccinations in Miami-Dade.

   They collected money to purchase 300 teddy 

bears that were later donated to the Miami-

Dade County Health Department and used in 

an immunization drive. 

   Children from Jefferson Reaves, Overtown 

and Little Haiti immunization clinics received 

a Teddy Bear and a warm hug after receiving 

their school required vaccines.

   Lauren Alonso, the daughter of Jorge Alonso, 

a nurse from the Immunization Program, was 

a leading voice for the initiative. Jorge Alonso, his daughter Lauren Alonso and
Felicia Pickard, from the Immunization Program .

Lauren Alonso and 
Renee Codio, from 
the Immunization
Program .
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Nurses Gather to
Celebrate Profession

 Miami-Dade County Health 

Department's (MDCHD) nurses 

held their annual gathering 

in May at the Women's Park, 

where they exchanged results 

and ideas on our various 

programs and services to the 

community.

   Exhibitions, presentations, 

workshops on different topics 

and recreational activities were 

part of the event.

   Dr. Fermin Leguen, MDCHD 

Chief Physician, spoke to the 

participants and highlighted 

the importance of nurses in 

preventing diseases and their 

important role in public health.

Dr. Fermin Leguen, MDCHD's Chief  Physician, 
speaks to participants.

The event gathered nurses from different 
programs.

Pamela Toomer, Director of  the School 
Health Program, helped organize the 
gathering.
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Mort Laitner (left) was the main promoter of  the Conference.

MDCHD Partners with Writers 
to Promote Public Health

Books and magazines were exhibited.

   Partnering with the South Florida Writers 

Association, the Miami-Dade County Health 

Department (MDCHD) hosted the Mango 

Writers Conference in the new District Health 

Center, at 1350 NW 14 Street, in Miami, to 

promote public health through literature. 

   Dr. Lillian Rivera, MDCHD Administrator, 

opened the conference and welcomed 87 

participants to the event, which included 16 

guest speakers. 

   The speakers discussed many aspects of the 

writer's craft. Amy Tejirian, Tracie Dickerson and 

Morton Laitner spoke on how to write a Healthy 

Story.

Dr. Lillian Rivera opened the event.
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MDCHD's Chief Physician Receives

Public Health Award

  

    Dr. Fermin Leguen, Chief Physician of the Miami-Dade County 

Health Department received the 2011 Path Award, which recognizes 

professionals in public health, social work and dietetics.

   The award, given annually by the Florida International University's 

Robert Stempel College of Public Health and Social Work, was 

presented to Dr. Leguen and other recipients at a ceremony in April.

   The Path Awards were established to recognize individuals and 

organizations in public health, social work, and dietetics for their 

contributions and commitment to promoting and protecting the health 

of the South Florida community. The awards also serve to raise the 

community's awareness and understanding of the contributions made 

by health professionals. 

Dr. Leguen and his wife with members  
of the Senior Leadership group.

Robert Stempel Award

Ms. Marisel Losa

Health Council of South Florida

Dietetics and Nutrition

Dr. Florenzia Watson Davis

Palm Beach County Health Department

Social Work

Ms. Suzanne Milano-Berrios

Miami-Dade County Public Schools

Health Promotion and Disease Prevention

Ms. Maribeth Rouseff

Baptist Health South Florida

Environmental and Occupational Health

Mr. John Farina

Miami-Dade County Environmental Resource Management

Epidemiology and Disease Surveillance

Dr. Fermin Leguen

Miami-Dade County Health Department

Health Policy and Management

Mr. Paul Moore

Broward County Health Department

2011 Path Award Recipients



   An exercise aimed at practicing and 

implementing the different aspects of the 

Incident Command System (ICS) in case of a 

possible bioterrorism attack in our community 

was held in May at the new 1350 building.

   Partnering with the local government and 

agencies, the Miami-Dade County Health 

Department (MDCHD) put in place a hypothetic 

scenario of a bioterrorism attack that affected 

South Florida.

   During the exercise, the MDCHD Incident 

Command System was activated and the 

Department©s response was put to the test.

   Epidemiologists, logistics and planning 

of® cers, public information and other players 

within ICS offered solutions and exchanged 

ideas on how to cope best with the incident.

   Dr. Lillian Rivera, MDCHD Administrator 

and Incident Commander during the exercise, 

said that ªthrough this learning process, the 

training was a great opportunity to test the 

Department's ability to cope with natural 

disasters and man-made events."

MDCHD Tests
Response in

Bioterrorism Drill

Members of  the Public Health Preparedness 
team during the exercise.

Representatives of  the Incident Command System  
discuss the response.

Dr. Lillian Rivera served as Incident Commander.
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IN the Spotlight
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE OUTSTANDING EMPLOYEES WHO WERE RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR EXEMPLARY 
PERFORMANCE AND PROFESSIONALISM. THEIR HARD WORK MAKES OUR COMMUNITY HEALTHIER AND SAFER.

EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH

Toy Drive Brings Cheers, Smiles to Children

   Another year and 

another successful 

Toy Drive done by the 

Legal Of• ce of the 

Miami-Dade County 

Health Department. 

This time around 

Santa’s helpers were 

Peggy Bueres and 

Nora Bueno from 

WIC. 

   The toys were 

delivered last 

December to Jackson 

Holtz Center 

Pediatric Wards

and to the Junior 

League of Miami on 

December 21, 2010. 

JANUARY

Paola Menoscal  
Healthy Start

FEBRUARY

Patricia Roman
WIC

MARCH

Clara Del Sol  
Refugee Health

APRIL

Otto Rodriguez
Administration

MAY

Ariel Morel  
Healthy Start


