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The last few months have

been extremely challenging
for us because of the HIN1
epidemic that has affected
the United States and other
nations.

Nevertheless, at the
Miami-Dade County Health
Department, we know how
to face challenges. In less
than a month we were able
to launch a mass vaccina-
tion campaign in our com-
munity to vaccinate the
public against the HIN1
inluenza.

Partnering with the local
government, health care
providers, schools, com-
munity clinics, and federally
guali"ed health centers, we
offered the vaccine, free
of charge, to high-priority
groups, such as children
and pregnant women.

The department habilitat-
ed four vaccination clinics in
different parts of the county.

We opened up two Points

of Dispensing (POD) where
thousands of people were
vaccinated.

| would like to congratu-
late all our employees for
the tremendous success
we have had so far in the
mass vaccination effort, and
especially our Public Health
Preparedness team, which
was able to secure the loca-
tions for the PODs and work
the details around such
endeavor.

Now our most important
goal is to spread the word in
our community to highlight
the importance of the HIN1
vaccine and bring more
people to our clinics.

You have done an incred-
ible work and I'm sure that
at the end of the day we
will succeed in our efforts to
stop the H1IN1 epidemic in
our community through vac-
cination and other preven-

tive measures.
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Mass \accination Campaign Launched in Miami-Dade

The MDCHD launched in October a mass vac-
cination campaign against the 2009 H1N1 Inluenza.
Partnering with local health care providers, schools,
community clinics, and federally quali"ed health cen-
ters, the Department has been vaccinating dozens of
thousands in Miami-Dade.

The vaccine is being given free of charge to the
community, and in local schools immunizations are
being administered through the School Health Con-
nect, a program funded by public and private partner-
ships that include The Children’s Trust, Miami-Dade
County Public Schools and our Health Department.

The MDCHD has habilitated four vaccination sites:
Downtown Clinic, Little Haiti Health Center, West
Perrine Health Center, and the Juanita Mann clinic,
extending regular hours into the evening and week-

ends. Medical and nonmedical personnel is being re-

A student is administered the intra nasal HIN1
vaccine.

cruited to help with this communitywide effort.
Federally Quali"ed Health Centers have opened
their doors as well to the mass vaccination cam-
paign. They are: Borinquen Health Care Center,
Citrus Health Network, Community Health of South

Florida, Helen B. Bentley Health Center, and Jessie

Trice Community Health Center.

A group of children practice how to cover the cough as part of the campaign to

prevent the spread of HIN1 Inluenza.
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TOWN HALL MEETINGS VS. HIN1 INFLUE

Tony Gonzalez, Administrator Lillian Rivera and Alvaro Mejia speak to
the public at the Town of Surfside.

In an effort to educate our At the meetings, the public had thq
community about the 2009 H1Nlopportunity to ask questions and
In uenza, the Miami-Dade Countyeceived information @veptive
Health Department (MDCHD), measures aimed at reducing the
in partnership with local city incidence of the virus.

governments and schools, organig@side, South Miami, Hialeah
dozens of town hall meetings whesgrdens, Pinecrest, and the City d
our epidemiologists spoke to the piami were among the many tow
public about the epidemic and thnd municipalities that partnered
importance of getting vaccinatedyith the MDCHD in organizing the
against the disease. town hall meetings.

NOTED...

Health of"cials have reported a
slight decrease in HIN1 'u
activity nationwide.

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) said 43
states now have widespread !u
activity, compared with 48 states
at the beginning of November.

“It's still much greater than we
would ever see at this time of
year,” said Dr. Anne Schuchat,
director of the CDC’s National
Center for Immunization and
Respiratory Diseases.

Schuchat added that while some
parts of the country are seeing a
small decline in !u cases, other
areas, including Maine and
Hawaii, have seen a bit of a
surge.

The CDC also said 21 more
deaths from H1IN1 in children
were reported in the past week,
bringing the of"cial toll to 171.

Source: CDC

MDCHD Opens PODs to Vaccinate the Community

A dministrator Lillian
Rivera greets the public
during a Special Vaccina-
tion Day that took place

in Southwest Dade. T wo
Poi nts of Dispensing (POD)
have been set up by the
Miami-Dade County Health
Department, where thou-
sands were vaccinated

aga inst the HIN1 In'u-
enza.
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From left to right: Laura Smith, Hiram Ruiz, Onelia Fajardo, Linda
Swacina and Lillian Rivera.

A New Building for Refugee Health

The Refugee Health Assessment Program cel-
ebrated in November the ribbon cutting ceremony
of the opening of its new building located at 315
NW 27 Ave., in Miami.

Administrator Lillian Rivera, Dr. Onelia Fajardo,
program director, and other representatives from
State and local agencies spoke to a crowd of
around 300 people who attended the event.

The Refugee Health Program gives new arrivals
the opportunity to receive a health assessment as
part of the resettlement process within the !rst 90
days of entrance in the United States. The health

assessment ensures that they are free of health

problems, which could affect their family and their
new community.

The program was established at the beginning
of the Cuban migration. Since its inception, Public
Health Services has been involved with the refu-
gees in our community. Initially, it was housed at
the Freedom Tower, where doctors and medical
personnel screened the refugees for health issues
and helped them in obtaining employment.

The Miami-Dade County Health Department
Refugee Health Assessment Program is a collab-
orative between the Florida Department of Health

and the Department of Children and Families.



HEALTHY STORIES
TAKES THE ROAD

Miami-Dade County's Public Health story book has had
an active month with three educational engagements
Editors Amigjrian and Mort Laitner attended an FIU
write’s symposium on Hutchinson Island to recruit writers
and improve their own literary skills

Laitner entertained over 200 sixth graders at Brownsville
Middle School with Healthy Stories about raccoons,
monkeys and cougars (rabies), turtles (salmonella), mice
and rats (sanitary nuisance). The highlighteri thase
when a student asked, 2Mr. Laitner, whaa'gayeur f
book?° Mort replied, 2Herman Melville's Molig Dick.°
sixth graders responded with uproarious laughter, as only
pre-teens are capable of doing.

The thirdvert was at Sleepless Nights on Miami Beach.
Sleepless Nights is @arethat starts at 6 p.m. and runs
through 7 a.m. the next morning, with 150 free arts and
entertainment activiti@&r100,000 people participate
in this annual event. At Books & Books, Laitner enthralled
an audience ofay100 by reading his sidrg Stairs.
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IN bl SIShociiaht

Mort Laitner read Healthy Stories to
students at Brownsville Middle.

The Stairs available online at www.healthystories.neh Healthy Stories presentation in Books & Books.




