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Greetings and warm wishes to all! It is dif-
ficult to imagine that another quarter has
passed so quickly and our fiscal year is com-
ing to a close. There are great opportunities
and challenges emerging every day in Public
Health. I could not think of another more excit-
ing profession at this moment in time.

Our prevention efforts are in full gear. In a
recent strategic planning session, Senior
Leaders reached consensus on existing and
upcoming priorities. Employee wellness is
highly recognized as a critical issue. Upcoming attractions will
include the debut of our new Cardiovascular Wellness Program and
its coordinator. This initiative will focus on many community, youth
and employee wellness activities. July kicked off the Mayor's Health
and Fitness Challenge. As a community, we will "step" up our efforts
to promote optimal well being.

In tracking our Return On Investment (ROI) indicator, a shining
example is the volunteer service program. Kudos to Olga Connor,
Maria Ortega and the Office of Public Health Information,  Legislative
and Community Affairs for the extraordinary recognition event for our
volunteers. Volunteer services are valued at over $17 million. Their
gift of time and service is priceless.

Public Health preparedness efforts continue in high gear. Several
of us recently met with Centers for Disease Control airport officials
regarding Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome and other communi-
cable disease issues. Our partnership is critical and thrives. We con-
tinue to work closely with the Emergency Operations Center (EOC)
on many preparedness issues. Please remind everyone to prepare
early for hurricane season!

Customer Driven Excellence is evident throughout the department.
Many employees attended the Sterling Conference and enjoyed
watching our "We Are All EARS" Team win two "peoples choice"
awards MOST INNOVATIVE and TEAM SPIRIT. JoAnne Kroesen,
Carol Wright Tanner, Maria "Kiki" Valdes and Roland Martinez were
honored for becoming Sterling examiners.

We are on the brink of the announcement for our permanent
Executive Director/Leader. I am extremely excited, energized and
confident about our future. You, the MDCHD team, drive us to do bet-
ter and be better, to achieve greater results. I will never forget this
time that I served as your Acting Executive Administrator. 

`To our highly valued community partners, our extraordinary staff
and to our Tallahassee leadership, I am forever grateful. Have a safe,
restful and productive summer. Thank you! Thank you!
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Message from our
Acting Executive Administrator,

NANCY HUMBERT, ARNP, MSN
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The website of the Miami-
Dade County Health Department
has a new face since last May.

The redesigned website is not
only about looks: most of the
sections were updated to reflect
what the different programs from
our Department are currently
doing to serve the community.

The site also has an improved

navigation structure with links to
other sections.

“Just In”, a new page, will fea-
ture articles about public health
in Florida, and other related top-
ics. Another addition to the site is
Health Resources, a concise and
practical guide with MDCHD
programs and telephone num-
bers.

Visit us at www.dadehealth.org

Miami-Dade County Health Department
Recipient of the 2002 Governor’s 

Sterling Award for Excellence
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In an effort to get residents to live healthier and more active
lives, Miami-Dade County Mayor Alex Penelas, in partner-
ship with the Health Foundation of South Florida, the Miami-
Dade County Health Department and numerous community
partners launched the Mayor's Health and Fitness Challenge,
a year-long initiative bringing free health fairs, nutritional
cooking demonstrations and a series of physical fitness events
to Miami-Dade County.

Mercy Hospital presented the first pre-event, including a
kayak race, obstacle course and other fitness tests. The teams
were lead by Miami-Dade County Mayor Penelas and John
Matuska, President and CEO of Mercy Hospital. 

On July 4th a special "Get Fit, Eat Right, and Chill Out"
extravaganza was held at Amelia Earhart Park. Nancy
Humbert, Rene Ynestroza, Denise West, Francis Gray and
Gayle Deitz have been leading the charge for the Miami-Dade
County Health Department.

The next event related to the Mayor's Challenge is going to
take place on September 14, 2003 at Tropical Park. The Grand
Finale is scheduled for June 12, 2004, at Metrozoo. 

Mayor's Health & Fitness Challenge Is Up and Running

Olga Connor, Steve Marcus, two members of the Mayor’s team and Mayor Alex
Penelas, at Mercy Hospital’s pre-event.

Florence Greer, Almira Thomas-Gayle, Mayor Alex Penelas and Shaka Morgan-
Rose.

Karen Weller, Michelle Medina and Patricia Brower.

Adelaide Gordon-Bryan, Frances Gray and Ana Torrecilla.

Christina Scally, Annette Danger and Pascale Jean, from WIC.
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They call it a blast. And that is what Students
Working Against Tobacco (SWAT) of Miami-Dade
and Broward County had recently while celebrat-
ing the 5th anniversary of the organization at
Bayfront Park, in downtown
Miami.                        

The SWAT´s 5th Birthday
Bash took place on March
29th and was animated by
Teddy and Lucy Lo, from radio
station Power 96.

The Miami-Dade County Health
Department, Broward County Health
Department, Street Entertainment,  Power 96
and the City of Miami sponsored the event.
That same day, the Miami-Dade County
Mayor Alex Penelas and the City of Miami
proclaimed March 29, 2003 as "SWAT Day."

There were many features as part of the
celebration: a community health fair, SWAT
recruitment tent, entertainment tent, VIP tent, 
performances on stage, information sessions, the
Power 96 van and the Hummer vehicle. Carnival
Cruise Line also promoted its smoke-free ship
"Paradise." 

The birthday bash ended with some of Miami's
most popular entertainers volunteering their time
and entertaining the community with a variety of
hip-hop, rap, and rhythm & blues.

Performers included PitBull and Piccolo, Sandra
L, SWAMP Soldiers, Big Dawgz, Groundhoggz,
Street Light Poets, Shauna, Kayotik, and Pretty

X
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Ricky and the Mavericks.
The goal of this event was to raise awareness

of the manipulative tactics of the tobacco industry,
recruit new advocates into the organization, raise
awareness of SWAT as a grass root advocacy
group, reach at-risk youth with the non-smoking
message and motivate current members to con-
tinue their fight against Big Tobacco. 

More than 1500 youths from different communi-
ties in South Florida attended the SWAT´s
Birthday Bash and 215 became new members.



Phillis Oeters-Peña, Brian Keeley, Nancy
Humbert and Wayne Brackin.

Dr. Sean Kenniff and Dr. Barry Resnik, who received
the Volunteer Physician of the Year Award.

Dr. Fred Witkoff and Dr. Shari Witkoff were
awarded for Outstanding Service.

Olga Connor, from MDCHD, and Silvia Caviglia
of Commissioner Jimmy L. Morales’ office.

A group of dentists who received the
Community Service Award.

A group of dentists who received the
Community Service Award.

Dr. Ronald Goerss, who received the Platinum
Contributors Award, Nancy Humbert and Dr.
Christian L. Otrakji, that received the same award.

Miriam L. Chong, Juanita M. Lopez and Ady
Viera received the Excellence in Volunteerism
Award and Sister Elizabeth Worley.
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The event
took place
at the South
Miami
Hospital
Victor E.
Clarke
Education
Center.

Giving, just for the sake of helping
others, is a rare and special quality.
Gladly we have in our community
many doctors, dentists and other
health care professionals who volun-
teer their time to provide health care
services to thousands in Miami-Dade
County without medical insurance.

To honor these extraordinary volun-
teers the Miami-Dade County Health

Department organized the 2003
Volunteer Recognition
Reception on June 4th at the
South Miami Hospital. The
event was sponsored by
Baptist Health South
Florida.

Over the past year 1,409
volunteers and partners provid-
ed over $17 million in health

Another Bright Day F
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Valerie Rubin, from AvMed, who received a Platinum
Contributor Award, and Lillian Rivera.

Dr. Roberto Santiesteban, who received the
Golden Award, and Nancy Humbert.

Dr. Nilda Soto and Dr. Ann Ballen, who received the
Volunteer Doctor of the Year Award.

Dr. Sean Kenniff and Gary Dalin. Dalin
received a Platinum Contributor Award.

Marie Ade, who received the Platinum
Contributor Award and Nancy Humbert.

Dr. Sean Kenniff, Media Partner of the Year
and Nancy Humbert.

Dr. Shari Witkoff and Dr. Aquiles Mas, the
Volunteer Dentist of the Year.

Dr. Esquenazi and Dr. Moreno received the
Merit Award.

care services to more than
105,800 uninsured people in

our community, including chil-
dren.

“Volunteers are our great-
est resource. They enable

thousands of people in our
community to receive health

care that would otherwise be
unavailable to them,” said Nancy

Humbert, MSN, ARNP, Acting
Executive Administrator of the Miami-
Dade County Health Department.
“We wanted to let them know how
much we value them,” she added.

More than 200 outstanding volun-
teers were honored. Dr. Sean Kenniff,
CBS 4 News and our Media Partner
of the Year, served as the Master of
Ceremony.

Volunteers
from Urban
Mercy Clinic.

For Those Who Help
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National Nurses Week:
Public health nurses from the Miami-

Dade County Health Department were
honored at a luncheon that took place
on Friday, May 9th at the Miami Airport
Hilton Hotel.

Nursing is a profession that embraces
people with strength and kindness.
Nurses not only save millions of lives
every year in cities and rural areas, but
also inspire hope and care when people
most need it.

Giving thanks to the nurses is only
part of the reason why many hospitals
and other medical and health facilities
across the country celebrate National
Nurses Week every year.

In Miami-Dade County, our nurses
celebrated this year with the theme
"Nurses: Lifting Spirits, Touching Lives."

"As health care professionals, I recog-
nize the tremendous impact nurses
have on the care and treatment of mil-
lions of individuals statewide," said
DOH Secretary John O. Agwunobi,
M.D., M.B.A.  "Nurses step to the front-
lines of public health on a daily basis to
save lives and maintain the health of

Lillian Rivera and Nancy Humbert.

Lillian Rivera, Melford Pinder,  ADr. Eleni Sfakianaki.
Alicia Reyes-Perez, Pamela Toomer, Suzanne Johnson, Jenine De la
Rosa, Beatriz Laurel and Hannah Lewis.
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millions of individuals."
National Nurses Week begins each

year on May 6, marked as RN
Recognition Day, and ends on May 12,
the birthday of Florence Nightingale,
founder of nursing as a modern profes-
sion. 

"During Nurses Week we highlighted
the importance of the role that our pub-
lic health nurses play in this communi-
ty," said Acting Executive Administrator
of the Miami-Dade County Health
Department, Nancy Humbert, ARNP,
MSN. "During this event we celebrated
their many accomplishments and efforts
to improve our health care system. I am
proud to be a member of the nursing
profession,” she added.

At this event Lillian Rivera, RN, MSN,
Executive Community Health Nursing
Director for the Miami-Dade County
Health Department, also praised Miami-
Dade County's nurses by saying: "We
honored our public health nurses, who
through their dedication and tireless
effort promote and maintain the health
of our community." 

Frances Gray and Adelaide Gordon-Bryan.

Lillian Rivera and Rosa Wong. Lillian Rivera, Nancy Humbert and Gina Bispham.

A Celebration of Health and Kindness

Adelaide Murray and Alicia Reyes-Perez
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Employees from the MDCHD. Nancy Humbert talks to employees of MDCHD.

More than 30 employees from the MDCHD attended the
event.

Part of the MDCHD delegation.

MDCHD at the Annual Governor's
Sterling Conference

The Miami-Dade County Health Department participated in the Annual
Governor's Sterling Conference that took place recently in Orlando, Florida.
The conference was held from May 28 - May 31 and 33 employees from
MDCHD attended the event.

Our participants were busy during the Sterling Conference: they volunteered
at the registration desk, helped in breakout sessions, manned the MDCHD and
“We Are All EARS” Employee Team booths, took part in Leadership Day and
exposed their views and experiences at the breakout session "Good People
Doing Great Things." 

The "We Are All EARS" Employee Team, winner of the South Florida
Regional Team Showcase contest, competed for the State Team Showcase Prize
and was recognized with the Most Innovative and Best Team Spirit Award.  

The conference ended with a spectacular Awards Banquet. Our own Sterling
Examiners, JoAnne Kroesen, Kiki Valdes, Carol Wright, and Roland Martinez,
participated in the banquet's entrance session.

As the recipient of the 2002 Governor's Sterling Award, the MDCHD's Acting
Executive Administrator, Nancy Humbert, ARNP, MSN, spoke at the Sterling
Board of Examiners Reception held before the banquet and announced one of
the 2003 Governor's Sterling Award winners.

Governor Jeb
Bush congratu-
lated our team.

Contributing Writer: JoAnne C. Kroesen
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Samson St. Fleur
STD Program

Shana Harris
WIC Program

Frank Díaz 
WIC Program

MARCH APRIL MAY

Congratulations to the outstanding employees who were recognized for their exemplary perform-
ance and professionalism for the months of March, April and May 2003. Our sincere thanks and
gratitude for all the hard work you have put forth to make Miami-Dade County a healthy and safe
community.

CONGRATULATIONS, EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH!

Congratulations to
Maxine Y. Greene,

Senior Clerk
(Environmental 

Health), for
achieving a

Bachelor's Degree
in Interdisciplinary
Studies, Business

Administration
from Florida

Memorial College.
Best Wishes!

Olga Connor, Director of the Miami-Dade County Health
Department Office of Public Health Information, Legislative &
Community Affairs, and her staff, received in May a Certificate of
Recognition from Nancy Humbert, Acting Executive Administrator.

From left to right: Monica Korn, Maria Ortega, Rosa Oses, 
Otto Rodriguez, Olga Connor, Nancy Humbert and Helen Sharperson. 

Congratulations to
Carla Jean for her
hard work during

the year.
Carla is a

participant of the
University of Miami

Work Study
Program.

She works as a part-
timer at the Office of

Public Health
Information,
Legislative &

Community Affairs.

!Congratulations to the Volunteer Health Care Provider Program statewide for being recognized by the Kennedy School of
Government's Innovations in American Government Award as one of the top 100 programs in their recent competition. Great
job!
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Mission: AHealthy Community is the Heart of Public Health. Vision: To Be a AWorld-Class Public Health System.

Miami-Dade County Health Department
8175 N.W. 12 Street. Suite 437
Miami, FL33126
Produced by the MDCHD Office of Public Health 
Information, Legislative and Community Affairs

Little Haiti will have a new clinic
built with funds appropriated by the
2001 Legislative Session. The
design has been completed and at
the present time permits are being
requested.

The clinic will be located at 300 NE
80th Terrace, Miami and the land
was provided by Miami-Dade
County.

“It’s important for the citizens to
have access to affordable and quali-
ty health care that is also close to
where they live and work,” said
Congressman Kendrick Meek. “The
services that the Little Haiti Clinic will
provide will be vitally important to the
residents of Little Haiti and to our
community.”

With this new clinic the Miami-Dade
County Health Department will better
serve the residents of the Little Haiti
community. A groundbreaking event
will take place before construction
begins. 

“Congressman Meek and I worked
hard to get funding for this clinic in

2001,” said Representative Phillip
Brutus.  

“Although it has taken a couple of
years to get to this point, we are
pleased that groundbreaking and
construction of the Little Haiti Clinic
will soon become a reality.”  

“With the construction of the Little

Haiti clinic the residents of this area
will have the accessibility to the
health care they require, and it will be
an additional facility that will serve
the needs of the community and ben-
efit the residents,” said Acting
Executive Administrator, Nancy
Humbert, ARNP, MSN. 

The clinic will
be located at
300 NE 80th
Terrace, in
Miami.
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If you want to request a Family Preparedness Guide please call 786-845-0200. You can also download a
copy from www.myflorida.com or www.dadehealth.org. The Family Preparedness Guide was developed to
arm citizens with the resources and information necessary should Florida encounter a man-made or natu-
ral disaster. 




